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Warwick man reaches 100 blood donations

Allen Calafrancisco of Warwick has made blood donation a habit, ever
since first donating when the IRS office in which he worked held a blood drive
several years ago. Today, Allen has eclipsed 100 donations, all whole blood.

An Triathlete (swim, bike, run), Allen sees blood donation as a way of
sharing his good health.

At 65 he continues to compete, and continues to donate, encouraging
others to at least consider donating blood.

He first donated while he was
employed as an Internal
Revenue Agent at the IRS
several years ago when his
office held a drive. Back then
when you donated it was like
an insurance policy for your
family, assuring that they
would be covered for any
costs if and when they
needed a transfusion. The
Rhode Island Blood Center no longer requires individuals to donate to cover
family members for transfusions.

When Allen would donate at the IRS drive, he took advantage of the
government’s policy of giving employees five hours off to donate, accounting
for travel time and the actual donation time. He said he and a few friends would
donate on Fridays about noon, getting an early start on the weekend.

Allen, a Certified Public Accountant, is retired from the IRS and now
operates an accounting practice part-time. He and his wife, Elaine, have one
daughter, Melissa, and two grandchildren. .



