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Rhode Island’s high schools saving thousands
of lives through blood donation

Several high schools in Rhode Island were
honored recently by the Rhode Island Blood Center for
their participation in blood drives in the 2007-2008
academic year that potentially saved more than 19,000
lives.

The Rhode Island Blood Center’s High School
Hero Challenge, in its fifth year, recognizes high
schools for the amount of blood collected at high
school drives, and for their part in saving lives in the
community.

High schools have become an increasingly
important part of the blood collection system in Rhode
Island, growing
by neatly 60
percent in just
four years. This
past academic
year, high
schools
collected some
0,338 pints of
blood at drives
across the state.

In the 2004-
2005 academic
year high schools collected 3,984 pints.

Glenn Halvarson, the Blood Centet’s Commu-
nity Development Manager, said that each pint of
blood collected is turned into three separate blood
products — red cells, plasma and platelets — and that
each can be donated to different recipients, meaning

that each pint of blood collected has the potential to
save three lives. Therefore high school students in
2007-2008 potentially saved 19,014 lives.

“High School students are making a tremen-
dous difference for thousands of individuals in our
community,” Halvarson said. “By donating blood they
are literally saving lives, and by beginning the donation
process they are developing habits that will make them
lifelong blood donors.”

The High School Hero Challenge awards are
presented based on the percentage of donations in
relationship to the size of the senior class, and are

awarded in three different
categories.
Winners were:
*Schools with 251 or more
members of the senior
class: Portsmouth High
School, first place; Pilgrim
High School (Warwick),
second place; and Warwick
Veterans Memorial High
School, third place.
*Schools with 151 to 250
members of the senior
class: Johnston Senior High School, first place; West
Warwick Senior High School, second place; and Burrill-
ville High School, third place.
. Schools with less than 150 seniors: Blackstone
Academy, first place; Moses Brown School, second

place; and Feinstein High School, third place.



