
 Perhaps donating blood is a bit of  a diversion for Gus Morelli of  
Riverside, who no doubt is being bombarded these days with questions 
from his clients at New England Securities in East Providence.
 A financial advisor, 
Morelli recently donated blood 
for the 100th time. A pheresis 
donor for the past eight or 
nine years, he is a financial 
advisor, who takes blood 
donation in stride, and reflects 
a calm steady course for his 
clients as well.
 “It’s a part of  life for me,” said Morelli, 65, of  donating blood.
 He began donating at 16, he said, when a relative was undergoing 
open heart surgery and needed blood. He learned then that his blood type 
was AB positive and he was placed on a call list and simply continued to 
respond over the years.
 Married, he and his wife, Pauline, have five children and nine 
grandchildren. He said he’s been fortunate over the years that no family 
members have required blood products, but knows “a lot of  friends who 
from time to time have needed blood.” Those instance, he said, are a good 
reminder of  the positive impact of  blood donation.
 His message to non-donors: “They don’t know what they’re miss-
ing. It’s actually good for you.”
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